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On the Jurisprudential Connotation of the Communist
Party of China as the Ruling Party: the Difference
between Party Leadership and Party Ruling

Chen Jili, Jiang Yanfei

Abstract; The Communist Party of China is not only the ruling Party but also
the leadership core of the cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics. However,
the jurisprudential connotation of the ruling Party has not been fully clarified. Legally
speaking, the political term “ruling Party” means “Party members’ governance” ; that
is to say, the Party members become the leading officials of state organs, and help to
realize the transformation of Party opinions into natinal laws, policies or measures.
Now that the “ruling Party” has been written into the Constitution and the Party
Constitution, it is supposed to be defined as the “governance by the Party” according
to the functional relationship between state system and political system. So as the

constitutional entity, the CPC can carry out ruling acts with constitutional effects on
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the state organs through Party organizations. In the Constitution and the Party
Constitution, the Party leadership is the essential provision of the general status of the
Party and the relationship between the Party and all aspects of socialism. Party
members’ governance, governance by the Party, and the guidance by authority of the
Party are all means to achieve the Party leadership and belong to the leadership style.

Keywords: Party Leadership; Ruling Party; Party Members’ Governance;
Leadership Style
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